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and Prelacy/5 this was forbidden. But they
were not forbidden to recite the services
by heart, and this we know was done ; while,
as we have seen, a number of undesirable
livings were left in the hands of their original
occupants, who ventured to read the prayers,
secure in the knowledge that no one envied
their position. But where the Anglicans
were themselves intruders, daring to use
the Prayer Book in parishes occupied by
Puritans, little mercy was shown them.
Their meetings were broken up by the mili-
tary, and minister and congregation haled
to prison. Yet such outrages commonly
occurred when the government was alarmed
by rumours of royalist plotting, and there
were intervals of comparative safety.

These distresses ended with the Restoration,
when trouble began for the other side, who
had, for their part, recklessly provoked
retaliation. With the return of the King
all existing rights came again into force,
and among them those of the beneficed clergy,
who had clearly been ejected by unconstitu-
tional measures. All who survived returned
to their homes, and there was a much larger
ejection than ensued two years later. Yet
the latter event created a greater emotion.
The Act of Uniformity of 1.660 ordered that